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In order completely to clarify our position, I propose
to approach the Viceroy with a request that he will be good
enough to see me, and I have no doubt that he will. I will
place my difficulties before him; I will place the Congress
difficulties before him. I will approach him in your name.
I will tell him that this is the position to which we have
been reduced: We do not want to embarrass you and
deflect you from your purpose in regard to war effort. We
go our way, and you go yours, undeterred, the common
ground being non-violence. If we carry the people with us,
there will be no war effort on the part of our people. If, on
the other hand, without your using any but moral pressure,
you find that the people help the war effort, we can have
no cause for grumbling. If you get assistance from the Prin-
ces, from the Zamindars, from anybody high or low, you can
have it; but let our voice also be heard. If yo"a accept my
proposal, it will be eminently honourable, it will certainly
be a feather in your cap. It will be honourable of you, al-
though you are engaged in a life and death struggle, that
you have given us this liberty. It will be honourable of you
that you take this great step, although you have limitless
powers to choke our voice; and that you give us the fullest
possible freedom, consistently with the observance of non-
violence, to tell the people of India not to join the war effort.
Let the people use any reasoning they like for refusal
to help the war effort. My reasoning is the only one which
will sit well on Congressmen's lips. But I do not expect all
to restrict themselves to that reasoning. Those who have
conscientious objection, as I have, will adopt my reasoning.
Those who are tired of British imperialism will use that
argument. There may be others who will have other argu-
ments. All these should be covered under this freedom of
speech, provided, however, that they all accept non-violence,
provided also that what they say is said openly and not
secretly* These are the implications of my generalship. If
these do not satisfy you, you*must reject this resolution sum-
marily. So long as you can preach non-co-operation with
war effort in men and money, there should be no civil dis-
obedience. But if you have not that liberty, there is no Swa-
raj but perpetual bondage. I would like the British people

